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Wikipedia: larger than you think?

Over 7,000,000 English articles
Over 40,000,000 articles under other-language Wikipedias ([

Sister projects for dictionaries, how-tos, educational material, etc.
Articles are generally subject to notability guidelines

Nearly* all content is freely licensed freely under CC-BY-SA 4.0 or GNU
FDL


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Wikipedias

Wikipedia is backed by Wikidata: CCO

® Each Wikipedia article is linked to a Wikidata item, a
structured database (also run by the Wikimedia
Foundation) with an even broader scope

@® Example for Usain Bolt: (Q1189 [A)

® Wikidata:
O Used to link all the multi-language Wikipedia articles
about a topic to the same item
O Can host arbitrary structured data, subject to certain
property constraints
O Is also editable by the public rgﬂ.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Male_athletes_by_nationality

The Wikipedia community and free software

® The Wikipedia community is often at the forefront of

identifying and compiling freely licensed information on
nearly all topics of note

® Ex: SpongeBob case identified by Wikipedians

— [[Wlklpedla Requests for comment/Spongebob Squar
epants iSs now freelv licensed!]]



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Requests_for_comment/Spongebob_Squarepants_is_now_freely_licensed!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Requests_for_comment/Spongebob_Squarepants_is_now_freely_licensed!
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Threats to Wikipedia

® Wikipedia has been censored (content blocked) in 12 countries: [[Cens
orship of Wikipedia]]

® In April 2025, USADC Ed Martin threatened revoking Wikipedia's

501c3 status, per [[:wikisource:Letter from Ed Martin to the Wikimedia
Foundation]]

@® Lastly, organized and unorganized vandalism can be an issue

- Many mobile data networks are blocked from account creation -
start editing on a private or home network if experiencing issues
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How to get involved?
@® Find a WikiProject that interests you

= Over 2,000 interest-specific communities

® Fix typos and other simple errors

Wikicedia has grammatical and orthographic

. istakes! See? Were this a serious publication,
- [[W P Typ O Tea m]], or mlsl‘ wosuld send a leﬁerlsfq fhe_ldirzgfor,l andl "
[[WP:Adopt-a-typo]] provide guidance anofter fo fhe- edorial chif!
| Wouldnt it be
@® Be [[WP:BOLD]]! easir ang faster

= t0 Just correct them
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